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ONE FIREMAN KILLED WHEN | Professional Baseball, Football
CITY HALL AT NEWPORT IS : Under Local Control Sundays Is

PARTIALLY RAZED BY FIRE

Captain Tumbles To
Death Down Flight
of Stairs — Another
Badly Hurt When
Roof Falls In on Him.

Damage to Building Is
More Than $200,000—
Probe Started to Ascer-

He Says: “You Did”

BEAT SHERIFES WITH |7

OWN GUNS AND ESCAPE

Two Maryland Despera-
does, Handcuffed Being
Sought in Swamp

Ballsbury, Md,, Mareh 24, —Selzing L

a platol from a deputy sherl?, who
with another officer was taking thom
to the Baltimore jall In nn automo- |

bile, Andrewe  and Luther Bevans, |

tain if Blaze Was Incen-
diary. i

Newport, R. L, March 24 —0One
member of theNewport firs depart-
ment lost his life todany in & fire
which. caused damaje to the clty
fnll bullding estimated at more than
$200,000, John Roynan, a eall fire-
man, was badly hurt when a part of
e room fell on him. Captain John

| swamp near Nowark, early today. |
|

chiet of pollea of Snow Hill, and 1. |

hrothers, shot and beat bath officers,
wrecked the enr and escoped In Al

The officers, Willinm W. Purnell,
W, Davls, deputy sherlft of Woreos-
ter county, wera rushoed to o Hosplial
here, Daviy'  wginds mny prive |
fatal, |

Possen are searching the swamp,
known as Copper's Nuack. The
prisoners wore handewTod,

The Devans Lirothers  had heen
held in the Baltimore fall awalting
trial for arson. They were hrought

Malloy was killed by failling down

1 fight of stairs when dnzed with |

moke. |
Report of Incendinrism

While #stroams wera still plaving
on the rilns clty authpritles began
n investigation of reports that the
rewas of Incendinry origin,

Captaln John Malloy, a veteran
member of the fire department, wan
killad when he foll down a flight of
mtairs in the bullding after having
heen overpome by smoke. Beveral
others were overcoms or suffercd
winer injuries,

Discoversd at 8 a, m.

The fire was dlscovered shortly
1fier § o'clock an tha second floor
of the city hall, and sproad rapldly. |
Dofective wirlng wos first :l.‘lhll,'l:-‘rl;
18 & probable cause, but members |
af the board of aldermen today re-
valled that before thelr moeling Jnst |
ight an olly rag was found in one
of the rooma of the bulliing. In-
quiries ravenled that the rag had nat |
hoen left by cloaners. At last night's |
ity ecounell mesting an appropria- |
lon of $11,000 was passcd to cover

1
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to Snow M vestemdny ouly to find
that conrt hoad adjourned until Fri-
day. ¥earing for tha sufety of the

| prisoriers, the offeers wera return- |imiatlon canferoncs,

them to Balllmore when they
atineked, The Lrothera were
capturid In 4 swamp three montlls

ing
woroe

ngo.

Snow HYYL, M, March 24.—An-
drew and Luther Bevans, hrotherm, |
who eacaped from thelr guards aftor
wounding them this morning, were |
arrested lnst Deosmber after & hunt
wooks and locked up gn
eliarges of hurning the home of John
Burke, a farmeor,. They wera cap-
turedd In o swamp on tha tern

sHore 6f Vieginia aftépr hol radled :
by bhloodhounds and deputles  of
Worepster county and Vipginia,

A fire which broke out across
the street from the |
!'morning I8 belluved to i Jen
started Ly friends of the Bevans
brothers In an effart to divert nt-

tention from the fugitives
The blaze., whiol na estingnish-
ed with difflenlty, owing to o FIrONE

| such games on Sunday afterncons, I
| v | Bueh a bill woas ndopted In 1521
angd

(that remaln to ha

o vis Teams Report Substantial

Before Legislature For Actioni
= —

75 Pound*Boy Says |/ H
240 Pound Sheriff 1
(ave Him Beating

e
Waterbury, March 14.—Deoputy
Sherif® Willlam Jenusaitls, weigh-

. | '
ouse Receives From Ju-

diciary Committee the
Buckley Bill Designed to |

Allow Such Games—-Ve—!
city court. thin marning on || toed In 1021 and De- DN

chargo of beating an § year old ‘ "

athool boy who wolghs about Ta fea[ed in 1923.

pounds, The deputy's chsa wus

continued untll Thursdny, Ho |

surrendered when a  waerant

was |sstied (or him. Btate Capltol, Hartford, March 4, |
-/ | —Frofessional basehall and foothall

’nn Sundays under loeal control i

(agalh a possibility In Connecileut Ba
ﬂnl"]ﬁE STAHTS l]N |the houss received from the judis
clary eommitice todoy the Buckley

| Bl heard last Thursday, to allow

STATE'S ATTORNEY ALCORN

'| He Says: “I Didn't”

—_—

—

GERALD CHAPMAN

He Says: “He Did” ]

vetoed and: Iy ndoption two
years ago falled becauvse a roll enl)

\

The Victim

was demandod in the heuse nnd aoc-
cording to Major Buckley, then te-
publiean floor leader, many membors
who had promised to vora to localize
| that which 18 now done in many
communities “turned  hypoerites”
| beenuse they refused to go on record
by roll eall on the W and yot re- |
fused to adopt a law 1o enforos
statutes ngainst professionnl sports, |
Medical Practice Bill

A vory large number of peraons
Interested fn lkaly changes 10 the
| pregsent medieal practlees act wope

The work, na the presldent sees W, | ov, today fir the thearlng this
Hvides Hself Into 1wo  phases, the afternoon, hefors the fudiclary com-
first  Leing determination of the mittes on the Yl offered by Senator |}
techinlen! aspeota of naval limitation Brigham which was drawn hy Bene-
concludeds  the | a4 Ay Holden foreman of the in-

Instructs Kellogg to Take
Preliminary Steps for
Disarmament Session

Whashington, Marely 24, —Prosidont |
Coolldge NHox suggested to Bécretary
KelNogg that ecrtain dennlts prefimi-
nary steps be tiken toward laying |
the ground work for a new naval

ond, the “":‘l:]"':f"- no!'.“ "i"r“-"m;‘” | auisitorial grand jury, which a year
ihe sen er s other M

C 3 n nvest LA -

pownrs ns to the desfrability m| g0 Investigated conditiops in Con

nectient becauusa of an exposurs of
operations of “fake diploma milla"
here. Benator Brigham i$e member
| of the grand jury which is stil] sxist-
|enti |
| The M1 which was the susjest of |
the hearing has besn denounred by
Its opponents who elalm that 1t

calling a new conference.

FIRST DAY OF DRIVE

WALTER SHEAN

:

POLICEMAN SKELLY

would sob up “a medlcal trust’ and
It linldl been wponsored by the Co.
necticut chambier of commeres as n
“reform measure” representatives of
the organizition speaking In varl-

BRINGSIN OVER $9,000
o MRS. SKELLY D

Contributions at Ki- |
wanis Luncheon

ous parts of tha statq
of it
oppose
| of it Is to loeglsiate theam out of |
siamding In the sfate.

In advocaey

tha

B cluiming the iIntent |
gt

G FLURRY OVER REWARD

OESN'T WANT

e o reeaiees | CHAPMAN HANGED FOR CRIME

If He Is Guilty “God Will
Punish Him,” Widow of:

Murdered Policeman De- | about a conviction, did not appear disturbed by the mo-

clares. |
Mg, James Skelly, widow of the |
alleomanl whe' was  mtcdevsd
Optuber 12, 1024,
i priiy, adeusivl of tho erime,
he hanged, even I he s found
H1y
Mry, Skelly was found engaged In|
145 Ei 15 r ) I

wish
T

10 go,"

ad and going
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§ | veplete with thrills, the defense created a sensation by

4

Average D=ily Circulation For
Week Ending
March 21st ,

12,041

PRICE THREE CENTS

?Defense Explodes Sensation at Open-
ing of Trial by Attempt to Halt Pro-
ceedings—Spectacular Cavalcade
of Armed Guards Escorts Bandit

From Prison to Courtroom

Five Jurors Chosen Up To 2.45 This Aftemoon

{Bpecial to the Merald))

Hartford, March 24.—In a court room tense with
expectancy, Gerald Chapman, accused of the murder of
| Policeman James Skelly in New Britain, on October 12,
1924, today began his fight to escape the noose at Weth-
ersfield state prison.

When court recessed at 1 o'clock this afternoon
‘only two jurors had heen chosen. They were Fred W.
Viets, a farmer, of East Granby and Thomas Rourke,
an insurance man, of Farmington. Viets is a young
'man—in his thirties. Rourke is 59 years old.

' “Viets seems to be a fair man—he'll decide this case
on the evidence,” Chapman said during the recess,

Juror No. 3, A. W. Burrows, Bloomfield, a hook-
keeper was accepted hy hoth sides within ten minutes
after court opened for the afternoon session. As in the
cases of the first two men accepted defense counsel did
not accept Burrows until Chapman had nodded his ap-
proval.

The fourth juror was chosen a few minutes later.
He was Lawrence Klein, an Enfield salesman.

The fifth juror chosen was Walter S. Case of
Canton,

At the gpening of the trial, which is expected to be

attempting to have the panel of talesmen from which
the jury will be selected changed. Attorney Murphy,
(of counsel for the defense, argued on the challenge,
claiming that too many talesmen were selected from re-
mote rural districts and that they were not chosen in
public,

During the argument of the challenge spectators
and officials held their breaths as it was realized that
the case which has attracted attention from one end

on | He pointed to the fact that the city of Hartford, with one-
lopes that Geratd | third of the population in the county
will | the panel,

* | then denied the motion.
given that the panel would he drawn and, therefore, it eould

[ pressed the conviction that the jury would not be chosen from

| cluded in the next panel would be citizens of larger communi-

i trained powers of observation to determine the fitness of the

Priminent Simshury Farnmer Has As-
sots of  SI0.320  noil Tiahilities
Totalling S85.045.33
New Hnve | |

¥ ! i rH 1 -

sald ok nm r Iy
1t famiiion y x|

i in ' !

5 35 47
L "] *4 |
J 1 rs n i |
Simebnr |
¥ r 1
ningt 1a i |
ta of S1.557.014 1

$1.01749 and Joseph W &

b y

= |

of the country to the other might he halted before it
was well under way, State’s Attorney Hugh M. Alcorn,
upon whose shoulders rests the burden of hringing

tion to enlarge the panel.
Attorney Murphy argued that it would have been more fair
to select a panel of talesmen more representative of the county,

, Was not represented on
He also noted a similar situation with regard to
other cities.

Judge Newell Jennings, who will hear the evidence in the
case, sat immobile during Attorney Murphyv's argument, and
e explained that due notice had been

not be properly said that it was not held in public., He ex-
the 150 talesmen who had been summoned and said that in-

ties, such as Hartford and New Britain.

After Judge Jennings had denied the motion. the work of
selecting the jury was begun. '

Chapman is personally picking his own jury, the 12 men
who are expected to reach a decision which means life or
death to him. As each prospective juror is called, Chapman
studies him intently, apparently relving on his acute and
candidate.

Attorney Nathan 0. Friedman of Ilartford,
with counsel for the defense, examined the tale:
ing a were called. He asked several questions and then
went over to Chapman and sat down with hini. In every in-
stance the decision whether the prospective juror was aceepts
able to the defense was made by the handit
1

associated
ien this momn-

himself.

candidate severe consideration and then 1

He gave
1ade his de-
cision after rubbing his ¢hin and apparently reflecting on the
impression the candidate had made on him. A terse “No", and
the prospective juror was excused.

Each side is entitled to 25 peremptory chall
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